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PS issue now stands as a
litmus test for N. Biren
Singh leadership

No one can predict the fate of the12 Parliamentary
Secretary, which the Chief Minister of Manipur N. Biren
Singh had stated that they have already resigned
following Supreme Court verdict.

The indication of the Chief Election Commission of
India to a delegate of Manipur Congress MLAs during its
meeting on March 16 at New Delhi showed that the CEC
will act as according to the provision of the Constitution
of India. This means chances of similar treatment to the
12 parliamentary secretary is high.

Hearing of the writ petition file by MLAs Surjakumar
Okram and DD Thaisii, at Manipur High Court praying of
annulment of the impugned Manipur Parliamentary
Secretary (Appointment, Salary and Allowances and
Miscellaneous Provision ) Act 2012 is scheduled on March
27.

Recent verdict of the Supreme Court of India which
stated that legislature cannot overrule judgments by
amending a law retrospectively as such overrule will
amount to violation of the principal of separation of
powers among the three organs clearly indicate that, the
Repeal Bill of the Parliamentary Secretary Act is unlikely
to get consent from the governor of Manipur. This also is
a worrisome for the 12 Parliamentary secretaries
appointed by the state government as there seems to
be no escape route for them. A petition is filed by AAP
government challenging the ban for MLAs disqualified for
contesting the election for 3 years. Well, whether the
12 parliamentary secretaries can once more contest if
disqualified depends on the ruling of the case going on
at Delhi High Court.

Speculative Analysis: If the12 MLAs are disqualified
then the number of BJP and alliance MLAs will reduce to
26. Of this, 7 are from the BJP, 1 Independent, 1 from
Trinamool Congress and 3 from NPF. What is more
interesting is the stand of the eight congress MLAs who
had joined and supported the N. Biren Singh led
government. However the eight congress MLAs -
Thounaojam Shyamkumar (Andro), Ginsuanhau Zou
(Singhat), Ngamthang Haokip (Saitu), Yengkhom
Surchandra Singh (Kakching), Oinam Lukhoi Singh (Wangoi),
Sanasam Bira Singh (Kumbi), Kshetrimayum Biren Singh
(Lamlai) and Paonam Brojen (Wangjing Tentha), have not
been given recognition as BJP members by the state
legislative assembly, neither the there is no petition to
the Manipur legislative Assembly for their disqualification
for violation of the 10" Scheduled of the Indian
constitution (Except against Shyamkumar who is a Minister
in the government, and MLA Y Shurachandra) .

If Chief Minister N. Biren Singh manage to tackle the
issues by keeping intake the congress MLAs and followed
the rules of law of this land. Then the number of BJP and
alliance is still more than the number of Congress MLAs .
Congress will be 21 and the strength of the BJP and alliance
will be 26. As for the fate of the defected 8 congress MLAs,
it is upto the Speaker’s tribunal to maintain the number
game.

Will the Congress strike? This is what every people of
the state particularly the political analysts are keenly
observing. As mentioned in this column earlier, the politics
in Manipur always depend on who is in power at the
center. Luckily, BJP still is in power at Center and the
withdrawal of the Telegu Desam Party (TDP) is not going
to give any impact as the BJP led NDA’s number 314.
Earlier the NDA strength was 336

The NDA had stormed to power with 336 seats in 2014,
of which the BJP alone claimed 282 seats. However, a
series of by polls that went against the saffron party
meant that its tally in the Lok Sabha currently stands at
274 seats. When one adds the 11 allies the BJP still has
by its side — Shiv Sena, JD(U), Apna Dal, LJP, SAD, RLSP,
PDP, PMK, SWP, NPP and AINR Congress — the tally rises
to 314.

For N. Biren Singh led government it is upto his wisdom
on how to regain power even if bye election is made
compulsory.

The issue of Parliamentary secretary is a serious issue
and its fall out after High Court verdict will be a litmus
test for N. Biren Singh government.
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Rahul Gandhi just doedget it; beyond trashing Modinomics,
theres nothing in Congresstonomic resolution

By : Seetha governments economic present government. Fair enougthusbandry floriculture, poultry
Courtesy : Firstpost management record. It rightlyBut what exactly will “a permanentfarming and set up a network of food
The Congress party’economic promises a simpler GST frameworkKisan & Krishi MajdoorWelfare parks and special agricultural zones,
resolution, adopted at the pagy’ It urges the government toAyog with a constitutional statusand replicating Karnatalasuccess
eighty-fourth plenary session, endsstrengthen both internal andto oversee the welfare of the farmer electronic agricultural trading and
with this line: “We have heard the external regulation and oversight ofand farm workers, guaranteeingenting farm equipment. But there is
clamour for change. It is now time banks, but is silent on what it planghem social security in old age” do%ilence on reforms of state-level
for change.” It would have raisedto do if it comes to poweltt says Will it ensure that the huge numberegulations on marketing and land
some hopes had the resolutiorthe public sector is relevant, butof recommendations (many of themleasing (two major hurdles in
started with these words. Butdoes not say what must be done tftor market-friendly reforms) madeaddressing agricultural distress).
because they appear at the end oévive it, or “place it on par withthe by sundry commissions andThe resolution talks about a
a document that only offers theprivate sector”. It is completely committees will be implemented?comprehensive law on contract
same old cliches, it clear that thesilent on disinvestment. It lamentsAnd will creating a separatefarming, but worryingly this is
party under Rahul Gandhi justlanguishing exports and urges thdisheries ministry ensure that théocused on ensuring that farmers’
doesn't get it. government to do something aboutight policies are framed and, moreights are protected. Nout cannot
How else does one explain ait, but does not tell us what, it thinks,importantly implemented?The be anyones case that farmers
proposal, in an accompanyingneeds to be done. Modi government was rightly should be at a disadvantage in
r e s ol ut i o n Whenitdoes getinto specifics —mocked for adding ‘farmers welfare’contracts, but a contract farming
on agriculture, employment andin the resolution on agriculture,to the name of the agricultureframework needs to provide a win-
poverty alleviation, that the party employment and poverty alleviationministry. It was a meaninglesswin for both sidesAn overtly pro-
will “create a National Poverty — it treads on dangerous groundgesture. The Congresdarmer bias in the law will only see
Alleviation Fund and would trying to out-left the communist proposals are also likely to becompanies staying away or
impose a 5 percent cess on thearties. equally pointless. Why not, insteadstriking informal arrangements with
incomes of the top 1% richestDoes the Congress seriously thinkhrow the partys weight behind farmers; itis the farmer who will lose
Indians”, and use this money tothat its ‘snatching from tycoons andspecific recommendations that havén both situations.

provide scholarships to thegiving tothela-wallahs’ strategy will been part of public discourse foiTo be fair the resolutions do talk
underprivileged? work? That, after all, is what thedecades? about reviving manufacturing,
The Congress party has always$\ational PovertyAlleviation Fund What is also surprising is thegiving entrepreneurs more freedom,
occupied the centre-left space ands all aboutAs economist Ruchir promise to “bring a loan waiverending tax terrorism, providing a
it has clearly decided to stay thereSharma said, while speaking at thecheme for all small and marginaktable business environment. But
Seenin that light, the five tenets ofNews18 Rising India Summit: “Since farmers in the country on the patterthe overall tone is that of a
its economic policy doctrine are 2014, 23,000 millionaires have leftof the farm loan waiver program ofcommand-and-control mindset. The
predictable, though trite: this country Last yeay 7,000 the URA govtin 2009 benefitting 3.2 country certainly needs change —
1. Prosperity for all through equalmillionaires left India. The year Crfarmers™? This is a question thatowards a more open and liberal
economic opportunities without thebefore, it was 4,00(A major side- has been asked many times angiconomy The Narendra Modi
fear of economic oppression, taxeffect of this is that you need yourbears repeating: if that had been sgovernmeng record on that front
terrorism and overbearingown people to invest in yoursuccessful, why are farmers agairhas been extremely patchy; it has,
regulation. country. This afects domestic in distress? This article showsat best, been a mordiefent UPA-

2. Carefully designed programs thamarkets.” If a “suit-boot sarkar’ hashow the 2008 loan waiver was no8.

focus on the needs and aspirationkad this effect on the suited andhe success it was made out to beEarlier this yearK Raju, the head of
of the poor and the middle class. booted, will not the soak-the-richindeed, none other thabhijit Sen, Rahul Gandhis office, in an
3. Large investments by the Stateess lead to a further flight of capita  member in the Planninginterview said: “I think he will be
in education, healthcare and sociafrom the country? Commission during the Unitedechoing the economic vision of
safety nets and an efficient publicNow, do consider another proposalProgressivélliance’s (UR) rule, Jeremy Corbyn of UK. It could be a
service delivery system. which aims to strengthen the legapointed out in this interaction withblend of Nehru, Indira Gandhi and
4. A conducive social and policy and penal provisions againstrirstpost, “debt cannot be seen a¥r Manmohan Singk’policies with
climate to foster businesstraders who buy agriculturalacontinuing problem; itis rather thea sharper focus on job creation.”
confidence, reward risk-taking andproduce from a farmer below theaccumulation of other problems and\ party that mocked the current
promote employment with security minimum support price (MSP). Hassolving that does not solve thegovernment for ‘pakodanomics’
5. Focus on human developmentny thought gone into how this willunderlying problem”. There isappears set to wusher in
indicators along with economic be implemented and what theprecious little, in the doctrine, on‘khichdinomics’. The Indian
indicators. consequences will be? Or has it beethese underlying problems and hoveconomy doesi’need either
Much of the economic resolution put there just to win some browniethey will be addressed. Meanwhile, the countrg’wait for a
presents vague generalities, apagoints? There are some goodparty that is genuinely right-of-
from — quite naturally — the sectionAgriculture is one issue on whichpoints about helping farmers tocentre in its economic policy
that lambasts the Narendra Modiboth the resolutions have it into theshift to allied activities like animal continues.
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No-confidence motion not taken up; Govt says ready for discussic

Agency sorry” she said before adjourningWhile today was the 11thleading to adjournment of the
New Delhi, Mar 19: The notices for the proceedings for the day consecutive day that theHousetill12 noon.

no-confidence motion against th&he notices have been given byproceedings were washed out, thiSince March 5, when Parliament had
government could not be taken uly SR Congress member Y V Subbas the second day that Speaker wasassembled for the budget session
today in the Lok Sabha as noisyReddy and two members from TDPnot able to take up notices for noafter recess, the Lok Sabha has
protests by members from various— Thota Narasimham and Jayadeonfidence motion. been witnessing disruptions every
parties disrupted proceedingsGalla. Both parties have beenEarlier during Question Hour day.

leading to adjournment of thedemanding special package fomembers from theTDP, YSR Last week, the House had passed
House. Andhra Pradesh, an issue on whiciCongress,TRS andAIADMK the Finance Bill and the
Amid the din, Home Ministerthe TDP quit the ruling NDA protested over various issuesappropriation bills without any
Rajnath Singh said the governmerslliance last week. including the banking scam,discussion amid similar protests.
was ready for discussion on apy

issue, including on the no-  SC dismisses PIL against Bihar CM Nitish Kumar

confidence motion.

As soon as the House met for Zeragency M Khanwilkar and D Y Sitaram Singh and injuring four
Hour after the Question Hour wasNew Delhi, Mar 19: The Supreme Chandrachud. others ahead of the Lok Sabha by-
washed out, members from TRS andourt today dismissed a PIL“Election Rules say that he (Nitish)election from Bihars Barh
AIADMK trooped into theWell | seeking Bihar Chief Minister Nitish should declare it after the trial courtconstituency in 1991.

carrying placards. While the TRSKumar's disqualification as an MLC takes cognisance of the case,” th&he lawyer has sought
was demanding a rise in quota, then the ground that he had allegedlpench said, adding that it has beenancellation  of ~ Kumas
AIADMK was pressing for suppressed the fact that a murdegone. membership of the state Legislative
immediate setting up of the Cauveryase was pending against him fronThe chief ministers counsel Council in accordance with the
river management board. the poll panel. informed the court that the trial hasElection Commissiois'2002 order
Soon after papers were laid on th@ bench headed by Chief Justicdeen stayed by the Patna Highthat it was mandatory for
table amid slogan- shouting byDipak Misra considered the chiefCourt. Moreover no illegalities candidates to disclose criminal
unrelenting members, Homeministers submission that he hadhave been committed by the chietases against them in their affidavits
Minister Rajnath Singh said thedisclosed the fact about theminister the counsel said. annexed to the nomination papers.
government was ready to discyspendency of the criminal case tdThe PIL, filed by advocate M L He claimed that the Bihar chief
any issue. the Election Commission in 2012. Sharma, had alleged that there waminister did not disclose the
Some members have given noticesVe do not find any merit in the a criminal case against the JD(Uxriminal case pending against him
for no-confidence motion and thepetition. It is dismissed,” said theleader in which he was accused oih affidavits since 2004, except for
government is ready for discussipmench, also comprising Justicks killing a local Congress leader2012.

on that as well, he added.
Five killed in 24-hour Philippine hotel blaze
taken up.

He also requested all parties |to

Speaker Sumitra MahajgnAgency morning. acting chief Jojo Garcia said.
repeatedly requested the more thaWanila, Mar 19: Five people have The dead were all casino employeesSome firefighters were treated after
25 members from tt®ADMK and | perished in a raging inferno that toreand another of the workers was still innhaling the dense smoke, which
TRS standing in thgVell to return| through a hotel and casino complex irtritical condition.About 20 people shrouded the chaotic scene on
to their seats. Manila, authorities said Mondgafter  were injured. Sunday“The smoke was so big, so
As the uproar continued, Mahajarfirefighters battled more than 24 hoursSome 300 guests and staff wererou can just imagine, there was zero
said she was duty-bound to take |uf douse the flames. evacuated safelyhotel and fire visibility and our firefighters had
the notices for no-confidendeRescuers said billowing smokeofficials told a press conference.  difficulty breathing. Even outside the
motion but could not as the Houssometimes so dense it obscured tH&Ve are hoping no one was left behinduilding there was zero visibility and
was not in order 22-floor Waterfront Manila Pavilion, in the rooms. Our firefighters have notit was much harder to operate inside,”
“Since the House is not in orddr| had hampered their efforts to contairyet gone up all parts of the building,”Manila district fire marshal Jonas
will not be able to bring it... | am the blaze which started SundayMetro Manila Developmeuthority  Silvano told radio DZBB.
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